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“Where are we on this continuum in regards to using standards, GLE’s and learning targets 
 to inform our instruction and classroom assessment practices? 

  

Stage 1: 
 

Articulation of 
Standards and 

Learning 
Targets 

Stage 2: 
 

Unpack  
Standards and 
Align Learning 

Targets 

Stage 3: 
 

Use Common 
Assessments 

and Data  
 

Stage 4: 
 

Collaborative 
Analysis of 

Student Work 

Stage 5: 
 

Formative 
Assessment and 

Feedback 

 
Understand 
importance of 
standards-based 
teaching and 
identifying clearly 
articulated 
learning targets 
to bring 
consistency to 
our school’s 
standards based 
instruction. 

 
Develop 
understanding of 
content and skills 
embedded within 
the standards 
and grade level 
expectations. 

 
Select, design 
and implement 
consistent 
measures of 
student 
performance 
based on aligned 
standards and 
learning targets. 

 
Examine student 
work to calibrate 
expectations of 
proficiency, 
inform instruction 
and monitor 
students’ 
progress towards 
meeting learning 
targets and 
standards. 

 
Use formative 
assessment 
strategies and 
student work to 
guide daily 
instructional 
decisions. Provide 
and utilize 
continuous feedback 
to support student 
involvement in 
learning. 

 
Tools/Evidence:  
 Curriculum 

Maps/ Pacing 
Guides 

 Grade-level 
content 
specific list of 
priority 
standards 

 
Tools/Evidence: 
 Unpacking 

Standards 
Template 

 Grade-Level 
content 
specific list of 
learning 
targets 

 
Tools/Evidence: 
 Student 

achievement 
data 

 Task 
framework 
and scoring 
guides 

 

 
Tools/Evidence: 
 Protocol for 

ESW 
 Criteria for 

success 
 Descriptive 

feedback 
guide/rubric 

 
Tools/Evidence: 
 Questioning 

strategies 
 Criteria setting 
 Descriptive 

feedback 
 Student Self 

Assessment 
 Goal Setting 
 Peer 

Assessment 

 Assessment Continuum 
Using Standards and Learning Targets 

 



Aligning Assessment Practices  

Adapted from“Advancing Formative Assessment in Every Classroom” Moss and Brookhart 
For use with Assessment Training- Measured Progress 2010 

 
Classroom Assessment Check  

 
Assessment Description: (subject, when it took place, timing in relation to instruction…) 
 
 
Skills Assessed: 
 
 
 

Content Assessed: 
 
 
 

Format: Purpose for the Assessment: 
(Check All That Apply) 

Use of Assessment 
Results: 

 
__ Written 
 
__ Oral 
 
__ Project/ 
     Product 
 
__ Presentation/ 
     Performance 
 
__ Computer- 
     based 
 
__ Other: 
      
____________ 

 

 
Formative 

(for Learning) 
 

__For me and my 
students to 
understand current 
level of 
understanding. 
 
__ For goal setting. 
 
__ For me and my 
students to monitor 
progress during 
learning. 
 
 

 
Benchmark/ 

Interim 
 

__ To monitor 
effectiveness of 
instruction and /or 
program. 
 
__ To track 
proficiency of class or 
group(s) of students. 
 
__  Other: 

 
Summative 

(of  Learning) 
 

__ To evaluate overall 
student performance 
at the end of the unit 
or lesson. 
 
__ To evaluate 
specific skills and/or 
knowledge at the end 
of a lesson or unit of 
study.  
 
__ Other: 

 
__ To analyze and direct 
lesson planning process. 
 
__ To identify student 
learning needs. 
 
__ To compare with other 
evidence of learning. 
 
__ To contribute toward 
final grade. 
 
__ To help students set 
learning goals. 
 
__ Other:  

 

My Students’ Involvement with the Assessment: 
                (check all that apply)                                    

 
Assessment Source: 

 
__ Students were aware of the skills and/or content  
     being assessed. (learning targets) 
__ Students knew when they would be assessed. 
__ Students helped develop the assessment.  
__ Students identified specific strategies that they would  
     use to be successful on the assessment. 
__ Students were aware of and/or contributed to criteria  
     for demonstrating success. 
__ Students used a rubric, exemplar, checklist or other way  
     to self-monitor. 
__  Other: _______________________________ 
 

  
  __ Textbook/Workbook from core program 
 
  __  Teacher-made 
 
  __  Standardized/Vendor-based (Aims Web) _______ 
 
  __  Another source (book) _______________ 
 
  __  Web-based/electronic _______________ 
 
  __ Teacher-modified or refined 
       (Explain): 

 
 

Teacher: ___________________ 
Grade Level: _______ 



Type Classroom Formative Classroom Summative District-Level 
Summative
(Interim and 
Benchmark)

State/National 
Summative 

When Daily Unit
Monthly
Weekly

Monthly
Semester
Trimester

Annually

Purpose Student and teacher 
feedback
towards ongoing learning

Determining grades, 
achievement toward 
proficiency of standards

Identify groups of at-risk 
students; used for 
determining PD, 
programmatic needs or 
predicting performance on 
SBA

Accountability,
rank, and school 
improvement goals

What Sharing criteria, 
questioning, student self 
assessment, observations,
descriptive feedback, 
using peers as resources.

Teacher-developed and/or 
curriculum embedded; 
end-of-unit tests, projects,
performance tasks

Common, benchmark, 
interim, including NWEA, 
MAPPS, Aims Web.
District-created,
Pre/post tests, and/or
writing samples collected at 
the district level

Examples:
SBA, 
ACT, SAT, 
NAEP, TIMMS

Formative Summative 
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       Aligning Grade Level Expectations to Classroom Assessments 
 

Grade Level Expectations:  
 

  Strand and Grade Level: 

 
√ Stop Light Check: 

   

Assessment Sample:  

  What are the underlying skills and concepts necessary for the 
student to demonstrate an understanding of the standard/ GLE? 

 
 

Grade Level Expectations:  
 

Strand and Grade Level: 
 

 
√ Stop Light Check: 

   

Assessment Sample  

What are the underlying skills and concepts necessary for the 
student to demonstrate an understanding of the standard/ GLE? 
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Aligning Classroom Assessments with GLEs 

Discussion Guide 
 

1. Begin by reviewing the GLEs and the classroom assessment. 
 
 
 
2. Determine which GLE(s) are being assessed.    
 
 
3. Traffic light the level of alignment with the GLE(s) that you have chosen. 
Green = Good Alignment 
Yellow = Minimal Evidence of Alignment 
Red = No Evidence of Alignment 

 
 

4. What can be done to improve the alignment of the assessment with the standard?  (GLE) 
 

 
 

5. Was there something in the assessment that was unclear or might cause confusion for the 
student? 

 
 
 

6. What levels of cognitive complexity was evident in the assessment? Were they consistent with the 
cognitive complexity in the GLE(s)? 

 
 
 

7. How could a classroom teacher use the information gathered from this assessment? 
 
 
 
8. How did this analysis process inform your understanding of alignment of assessments to GLE’s? 
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