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Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law protecting the privacy 
interests of students. Under this act parents are granted the right to access and amend their children’s 
educational records and to control the disclosure of the information contained within these records.  

FERPA restricts educational agencies and institutions funded by the United States Department of 
Education from sharing student records or personally identifiable information without written 
consent from the parents.  

The DIASA site provides direct access to individual student reports and is subject to the guidelines 
established under FERPA. Districts are encouraged to explore the data and use it to meet the 
district’s needs within the confines of the law. 

As conveyed within FERPA, school officials with a legitimate educational interest may disclose 
student data without parental consent under certain conditions. Districts have legitimate interest in 
the students they serve and, therefore, may use student data to meet requirements set forth by law, 
guide student placement, promote efficiency within the district, and determine student progress and 
needs. Teachers may be provided access to relevant student data for the purposes of improving 
classroom instruction and services.  

Each district should develop written criteria to define who may have access to student data and 
include this information in its annual notification of rights under FERPA. It is the responsibility of 
all officials who collect, maintain, transfer, and report student data to preserve the confidential 
nature of student records. 
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Overview 

Data Interaction for Alaska Student Assessments (DIASA) is a dynamic, Web-based system that 
provides online access to student performance for Alaska’s required student assessments. 

Released to districts in October 2008, this system allows users to: 

• Create, export, and publish their own reports, graphs, or data files; 

• Conduct ad hoc data queries and analysis;  

• Disaggregate user-selected subgroup variables; and 

• Drill down from summary level to the individual student level 

DIASA was designed by eMetric to assist districts in accessing student performance data in a way that is 
both beneficial and informative. By using the tools provided by DIASA, districts can evaluate student 
growth on a year-to-year basis, train teachers in regards to instructional needs, and compile data for 
reporting purposes.   
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Using DIASA 

Each district has been assigned a user ID and password for accessing DIASA. Passwords do periodically 
expire and must be reassigned by the District Test Coordinator (DTC). Upon logging in, users have 
access to district-, school-, and/or student-level data, depending on the level of access granted.  

Levels of access for each user will be determined by the DTC. DTCs can decide whether a user may 
view district data or if that user is limited to data from a specific school. Once this determination has 
been made, users will be permitted either full or limited access to data. Limited access does not 
authorize users to drill down to the student level.  

Users are presented with several options for creating reports within the system. Under the Standards 
Based Assessments option users can create the following reports: summary, performance summary, 
roster, cohort comparison, matched comparison, and report card. The High School Graduation 
Qualifying Exam is limited to summary, performance summary, and roster reports. A brief description 
of each report is provided in Appendix I. Reports created in DIASA may be saved and accessed at later 
dates.  

 

 



  
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development Page | 8 
April 2009 - This is a working document and future versions will be available. 

 
 

Purpose 

This guidance was designed with the intention of documenting certain key processes used to access data 
in beneficial ways and to encourage and maximize the districts’ use of DIASA. It is intended to offer 
districts answers to questions they may have pertaining to its relevance and use. 

This guidance is not intended to replace the help manual located 
at https://solutions1.emetric.net/Alaska/Help.aspx or the Frequently Asked Questions link in the upper 
right-hand corner of the DIASA application. Rather, the intention of the guidance is to document certain 
processes used to access the data in beneficial ways. 

This document is organic and is expected to expand as more guidance is needed in the future. The state 
encourages districts to contact the Assessments & Accountability section at (907) 465-2900 with any 
suggestions or guidance to make this booklet more valuable. 

  

https://solutions1.emetric.net/Alaska/Help.aspx


Report Types 

Performance Level Summary Report 

1. How can I look at the individual strand level to view the specific areas my students are 
doing poorly? 

The Performance Level Summary Report may be used to illustrate areas in which students may need 
additional assistance. With this information, teachers will have additional insight needed to focus 
instruction on areas where their students are struggling. 

1. In the drop-down menu, select Standards Based Assessment or High School Qualifying Exam  
2. Select Performance Level Summary Report and choose the appropriate grade level 

 The earliest year and grade are selected by default. Choose the appropriate information before 
deselecting the default.  
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3. Select the school or district from the Available list and click the arrow key. Once the selected 

school(s) or district shifts to the Selected box and any undesired selection is moved to the 
Available box, click Continue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A bar graph displaying the number of students tested as well as the percent that scored  
Proficient/Advanced will load onto the screen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. To change the data displayed, utilize the tabs located at the top of the screen.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
a. To view a specific content area, select the Subject tab.  All three subject areas are checked 

by default. Deselect any areas to be omitted from display.  
b. To change how scores are displayed, visit the Score tab. The % Proficient/Advanced 

display is selected by default. This may also be viewed as % Below/Far Below Proficient or 
% of Each Level.  

 
Once changes have been made in the tabs, click Submit and the graph will reload to display the 
specified data. 
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2. I am preparing district improvement plans. How do I prepare a report that 
disaggregates by subgroups? 

1. Choose Performance Level Summary Report from the report options. 
2. Select the grades, years, and school(s) or district to be analyzed. Click Continue. 
3. Click on the table and select Disaggregate By.  
4. To view scores by a specific subgroup, select gender, ethnicity, economically disadvantaged, IEP, 

LEP, or migrant. Once selected, the table will reload to display information for one particular group. 
5. Additional subgroups may be selected to further refine the search (i.e., gender and IEP). 
6. To change how scores are displayed, visit the Score tab. The % Proficient/Advanced display is 

selected by default. This may also be viewed as % Below/Far Below Proficient or % of Each 
Level. You may also view individual reports within that subgroup by clicking Drill to Roster.   

 If you wish to change the subgroup you are viewing, you may do so by clicking on the table and 
following the disaggregation steps.  
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5. Once the student’s name is listed in the search box, click Submit. Only the record for that 
particular student will be displayed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this time, it is not possible to view strand comparison over a period of years; however, strands for 
each year may be obtained by visiting the Scores tab and selecting Scale Score and Performance 
Level in the subject area of your choice. Once this has been specified, the table will narrow to only 
include the years and scores for that particular area. The individual strands may be viewed by 
clicking on the student record for each year. 
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Matched Comparison Report 

6. I am preparing district improvement plans. How do I prepare a report that 
disaggregates by subgroups?  

The Matched Comparison Report may be used to compare one grade of students from one school 
or district who progressed normally within the same school or district (i.e., comparing students who 
completed 4th grade in 2007 to those attending 5th grade at the same school in 2008). Only those 
students who are members of both groups of students (i.e., matched) will appear in this report. 

1. In the drop-down menu, select Standards Based Assessment. 
2. Select Matched Comparison Report and choose the appropriate grade levels and test 

administrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Select the school or district and click Continue. A table will appear displaying the number of 
students who were at each level of proficiency for each subject in the two years of comparison. 
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4. Clicking on any box will create a roster report of the students within that subgroup. 
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From here, individual student data can also be viewed by clicking a student’s name. 

 

 
Districts can generate several easy-to-read spreadsheets within DIASA; however, there are several 
methods of doing so and a different purpose for each spreadsheet. 

For example, if a district runs a Matched Comparison Report for 4th grade 2008 and 3rd grade 2007, 
an easy-to-read spreadsheet is created to compare the performance of the district's 4th grade students 
from 2008 to the prior year's third grade students.  Most of these students will advance with their class, 
so the majority of students in this report will be in both groups. 
 
The result of the report is a reasonable (if imperfect) comparison of whether that group of students have 
advanced, regressed, or continued to perform at a comparable level from one school year to the next.  
The results of a Matched Comparison Report can be exported as a PDF and the "camera" feature on 
Acrobat used to copy and paste the results as a graphic into any document. 
 

  



Report Card Report 

7. How do we create district/school wide report cards? 

Select the Report Card macro, then select the administration year and the appropriate school or district.  
Click on either Get Text Report or Get PDF depending on your desired format.  

 

Report can be created either as 
a text file or PDF

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The Report Card macro is only applicable to the Standards Based Assessments.   

 

 

Content Standards 

8. How do we access the content standards?  

The Alaska Performance and Content Standards cannot be accessed through DIASA. To view the 
statewide content standards, please visit: http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/GLEHome.html. 
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Appendix 

Description of Reports 

Summary Report – The Summary Report provides aggregate data for a district or school and offers 
options to disaggregate the data into important subgroups. For example, it can display the statistics of 
different ethnicity groups side by side. 

Performance Level Summary Report – The Performance Level Summary Report is a graphical 
version of the Summary Report. 

Roster Report – The Roster Report enables extremely quick access to vast amounts of individual 
student data. 

Longitudinal Roster Report – The Longitudinal Roster Report provides a roster list of scores and 
student data for multiple years, matching a class of students’ current score results with previous 
grades/years. In addition, individual student reports for any given year may be produced by selecting the 
student’s roster record. 

Cohort Comparison Report – The Cohort Comparison Report provides summary results for 
matched and unmatched cohorts across multiple years/grades. By selecting a performance level from the 
Cohort Summary Report, the user is directed to a Longitudinal Roster Report. 

Matched Comparison Report – The Matched Comparison Report provides a two-way table to show 
the number or percentage of students in each performance level across two years and/or grades for 
matched cohorts. 

Report Card - The Report Card macro is a downloadable report that includes performance levels 
broken down by demographic identifiers. The information in this report is designed to assist districts and 
schools provide mandatory data for federal reporting. 


